AMOK

" 'You'll sail for Europe by the next boat, won't
you?3

" 'Of course!   I've pledged you my word.3

"He continued to stare at me. I saw that he wanted
to be strict and businesslike and that the task was hard.
It was as much in the endeavour to hide his embarrass-
ment as from any wish to convey information that he
said:

" 'Blank was going home with his wife immediately
after his arrival from Yokohama. I expect the poor fellow
will want to take his wife's body back to her people in
England. He's a wealthy man, you know, and the rich
can indulge these fancies. I shall order the coffin in-
stantly, and have it lined with sheet lead so that it can be
sealed. That will get over immediate difficulties and he
will know that in this sweltering heat there was no possi-
bility of awaiting his appearance on the scene. Even if
he thinks we've been precipitate, he won't venture to say
so. We're officials and he's only a merchant after all,
though he could buy us both up and never miss the
money. Besides, we're acting as we do to save him
needless pain.*

"My enemy of a few minutes was now my acknow-
ledged confederate. Well, he knew he was soon going to
be rid of me for ever; and he had to justify himself to
himself. But what he did next was utterly unexpected.
He shook me warmly by the hand 1

" CI hope you'll soon be all right again,9 he said.

"What on earth did he mean? Was I ill? Was I
mad? I opened the door for him ceremoniously and bade
him farewell. Therewith my energies ran down. The
room swam round me and I collapsed beside her bed as
the frenzied Malay collapses when he has run his murder-
ous course and is at last shot down.

"I don't know how long I lay on the floor. At length
there was a rustling noise, a movement in the room. I